
site for great photo opportunities. 
Make time to check out outdoor markets too. 

Niederdorfstrasse is the oldest Christmas market 
in the city and a local favourite. 

It transforms into a fairy-tale land when it starts 
snowing in December and January. As the snow 
dusts the roofs of the stalls, feel the magic of a 
white Christmas while you gaze at the twinkling 
lights overhead with a cup of hot cocoa or mulled 
wine in your hands. 

Don’t forget to explore the family-friendly cafés 
and restaurants in the city. Kafi  fürDich, which 
is near Bäckeranlagepark, has a painting wall for 
your little ones to exercise their creativity while 
you enjoy your coffee. And you should dig into 
traditional Swiss cheese fondue in a little gondola 
outside the Walliser Keller restaurant, which is 
open only for dinner.

A fun ski experience for all 
If your children have never experienced snow, 
a trip to Zurich’s ski slopes will be a treat for them. 

Ski areas are accessible from the city in less than 

90 minutes by car or rail. For instance, to get to 
Flumserberg in the Swiss Alps, hop on the regional 
train from Ziegelbrücke to Unterterzen, and then 
take a cable car up to the resort.

Children above three years old can get ski lessons 
in a safe and child-friendly environment at the 
Swiss Snow Kids Village, while advanced skiers can 
practise skiing techniques such as steep-walled 
bends and kicks at the Family Snowpark Prodalp.

Chocolate-y goodness
No trip to Switzerland is complete without indulg-
ing in its locally made chocolate. You can drive, or  
take a 25-minute ride on the S24 train to the Lindt 
& Sprüngli plant where renowned chocolatier 
Lindt makes chocolate products. 

Delight in the sights and smells of the choco-
late factory, and discover how the yummy treats 
are made.   

Before you leave, choose from a variety of 
scrumptious options such as chocolate balls, pra-
lines and chocolate bars as souvenirs for friends 
and family back home.

VALERIE KOR

White Christmas

Zurichin

The cosy Swiss city offers plenty of 
family-friendly activities during winter  

NEXT WEEK
Partying in Ibiza

IF YOU are thinking of spending Christmas in 
Europe, Zurich in Switzerland is ideal to soak 
in the festivities.  

For starters, it is home to Christkindlimarkt, 
the largest indoor Christmas market in Europe. 
From Nov 22 to Dec 24, 150 stalls will peddle all 
manner of crafts and food at the Zurich Main Train 
Station. There is also a 15m-tall Christmas tree 
adorned with dazzling Swarovski crystals at the 

Zurich is 
a great 
destination 
for a winter 
holiday.

There are 
skiing options 

accessible 
in less than 
90 minutes 

by car or rail 
from Zurich. 
PHOTOS: ISTOCK
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BON VOYAGE

THE RIVER CRUISE EXPERIENCE 
While planes and trains are the most common and convenient modes 
of transport for an inter-city trip in Europe, a river cruise offers other 
benefi ts.
■  Transport between cities is settled: There is no need to factor in 

extra time to get to the airport, or fi nd the platform your train 
departs from. You also get to avoid the crowds. 

■  Luggage-free, hands-free: No more dragging your bags along 
Europe’s cobblestoned pathways, hauling them up and down steps 
and then navigating your way through the crowds. You also don’t 
need to pack and unpack each time you move. 

■  Feast like a king: Eat all you want and well, as all three meals 
are provided. Outside of mealtimes, the lounge pantry is always 
stocked with mu  ns and cookies. Late breakfast and afternoon tea 
are also served. 

■  Go at your own pace: You are free to choose what to do for the day 
as long as you are back on the ship before it sets sail. 

GUIDELINES 
■ I fl ew to Amsterdam direct from Singapore on KLM. From the 
airport, transport by coach to the dock was provided by Avalon 
Waterways (www.avalonwaterways.com).
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DISCOVER TURKEY AND EUROPE
Experience extraordinary locations with CTC Travel’s 
tailor-made tour packages. Here are two itineraries to 
check out: 

10/12D Unforgettable Turkey (from $1,088; 
departs September to April next year)
Visit the Roman capital of Ephesus and savour aromatic 
Turkish coffee, which has been listed as Turkey’s 
intangible cultural heritage by Unesco. Other highlights 
include: 
■  2N stay in Central Anatolia, known for its unique moon-

like landscape and underground cities; 
■  Exploration of Antalya, also known as the Turkish Riviera; 

and
■  A private Bosphorus cruise. 

12D/14D HOLA Spain, Portugal & Gibraltar 
(from $1,288; departs September to March next 
year)
Soak in the sight of the second-largest cathedral in 
Spain, the 2,000-year-old Roman aqueducts to Alcazar; 
and the royal palace in Seville. Other highlights include:
■  Visit to Toledo and Gibraltar, the southernmost point of 

continental Europe; 
■  Spanish tapas, piri piri chicken, suckling pig and 

seafood paella; 
■  Talks by licensed city guides; and
■  Premium direct fl ight to Spain. 

Visit CTC Travel at Chinatown Point (#03-03/04/05) 
or call 6536-3995 for more details. Terms and conditions 
apply for all promotions.

I couldn’t get enough of the Eggs Benedict 
and pancakes every morning. Besides cooked 
food, I loaded my plate with items from the 
continental breakfast buffet and the made-to-
order egg station. 

The feasting continued at the lunch buffets, 
where I got my fi ll of pasta, meats and vegetables. 

Dinner was the meal I most looked forward to. 
Every evening, we were presented with 

different four-course meals — with options of 
beef, grilled fi sh, a vegetarian dish and even 
herb crusted lamb chops once — served by 
friendly kitchen staff. The draw of good food 
was an effective way of making sure passen-
gers got back to the ship on time! 

To accompany every meal, guests could 
choose from a selection of red, white and rosé 
wines, two appetisers, local soups, as well as a 
cheese platter or desserts. 

Adding to the pleasurable dining experi-
ences was the chance to meet different people 
at the table each night. I enthusiastically 
swapped travel tales with fellow passengers 
from Australia, South Korea, Indonesia and 
the United States. 

City wanderings
Our journey began in Amsterdam, where I 
sailed on its Unesco heritage canals. Along 
the Prinsengracht, we passed rows of tall, 
narrow houses, the snaking queue in front 
of the Anne Frank House museum, and the 
Westerkerk (Western Church), where artist 
Rembrandt is buried. On the Herengracht, we 
travelled past large gilded houses where the 
city’s richest merchants once lived.

The ship set sail in the evening or at night 
and docked in a new city each morning, just 
in time for guests to join guided walking tours 
or excursions to nearby areas. 

When we arrived at Rotterdam, passengers 
had the option to visit the famous Keukenhof 
tulip garden or Gouda, famed for its epony-
mous cheese. I picked Keukenhof and spent 
the whole day in the beautifully manicured 
gardens that are home to over seven million 
bulbs and 800 varieties of tulips. 

Open for only eight weeks every year, the 
32ha garden was crowded with tourists, all 
snapping away at the array of red, pink, yellow 
and orange tulips, as well as other fl owers in 
bloom, such as daffodils and hyacinths.

Strolling along the various outdoor and 
indoor sections of the park, the fresh fra-
grance of the fl owers followed me wherever I 
went. Each area was a riot of brightly coloured 
plants in artful arrangements — I couldn’t get 
enough of taking photos at every new spot. 

I spent the next two days exploring Ant-
werp and Ghent on my own, marvelling at the 
beautiful architecture, notably the Flemish 
Renaissance-style buildings in Antwerp’s 
Grote Markt, mediaeval squares, and Ghent’s 
Saint Bavo’s Cathedral.

I squeezed in with a bunch of other eager 
tourists to see up close the cathedral’s famous 
Ghent Altarpiece, a large and complex 
15th-century work comprising several panels 
of oil paintings by Hubert and Jan van Eyck. It 
is one of Belgium’s greatest masterpieces.

My Belgian experience was a fulfi lling one, 
not just for its beautiful architecture but for 
the delicious traditional food I tried, such as 
beef stew with fries and beer. 

Getting off the tourist radar
The trip also took me to places not on the 

typical tourist radar, such as the small towns 
of Middelburg, Veere and Willemstad in the 
Netherlands. 

After the excitement and bustle of the big 
cities, it was pleasant to just stroll along the 
cobblestoned roads, taking in the quiet streets 
in the morning, the quaint houses and the 
small artisan shops. 

Discovering all these new cities was fun, but 
what I will cherish most was a short bike ride 
with some friends I made on the ship through 
Veere and the surrounding countryside, past 
gentle green hills and cows in pasture. 

My fi rst river cruise was a novel way to 
experience Europe and one journey that I can 
take my parents on some day.

THE WRITER’S TRIP WAS SPONSORED 
BY SCENIC TRAVEL

on my mind
Gentle

Above: 
Antwerp’s 
Renaissance-
style town 
square, the 
Grote Markt. 

Left: Tulips 
in bloom at 
Keukenhof, 
the gardens 
in Lisse 
in the 
Netherlands. 
PHOTOS: 
AUDREY NG, 
AVALON 
WATERWAYS

The luxurious 
18.6 sq m 
Panorama Suite 
has fl oor-to-ceiling 
windows so you 
don’t miss any 
of the vistas.
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