
Travel Revolution Encore Sale
Offers Extended Till This Sun, 1 Apr

*Conditions apply. All information is correct at time of print. (TA 109)

All prices are subjected to associated taxes &
surcharges correct at time of print & subject to change fr $150 to $215

150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm
CHANBROTHERSTRAVEL 64388880

Love the Wildlife Love the Adventure Love the Food

8D Taste of Tasmania
Hobart!Tasman Peninsula!Bicheno!Launceston!Cradle Mountain
• 1N Stay at Cradle Mountain • Have Fun on Twilight Penguin Tour
• Historic Site of Port Arthur • Award-winning Jams & Chutneys
at Tasmanian Gourmet Sauce Company
• Tas Live Abalone With Abalone-tasting Session
• Bridestowe Lavender Estate
• Beauty Point • Trowunna Wildlife Park
• Seahorse World • Barilla Bay Oyster Farm
Dep: May - Sep

Hotline: 6212 9660

1st pax fr $2938

2nd pax fr $2538
f $

Up to $400 OFF
2nd Pax*

If you are wild at heart
you will Love Tasmania

Hotline: 6212 9684

fr $19881988

Up to $200 OFF
Per Couple*

8D Tasmanian Wilderness &
West Coast Self Drive
Launceston!Tamar Valley!Cradle Mountain
Strahan!Curringa Farm!Hobart
• Return Airfare • 6N Accommodation
• iVenture Card Australia Tasmania Flexi 5
Attraction Pass • Animal Spotlight Tour
& Devils@Cradle Night Feeding Tour
• 6D Hertz Car Rental (1.8-litre) With NeverLost GPS
Dep: Mar - Sep

FREE
Car Rental
Upgrade

Tasmania Holiday Preview 21 Apr (Sat), 2.30pm
#04-04 Fook Hai Building RSVP at bit.ly/TasPreview by 19 Apr

Holidays made to measure,at your own time, at your own choice,at your own budget

Holidays d

❑ DESTINATIONWorldwide
❑ TRAVEL DATEAnytime, no more rigid departure dates
❑ ITINERARYPersonalised to your requirements
❑ PRICE

According to your budget
❑ GROUP SIZEAs few as 2 travellers
❑ LANGUAGEMultilingual tour guide

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

www.ChanBrothers.com/Customisedceh@chanbrothers.com.sg
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CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL
6212 9688150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building

Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH Closed

(TA 109)

BON VOYAGE SPECIAL | SPH CONTENT LAB

Above: Glamping in a luxurious tent; Right: Walking on water in a giant ball. PHOTOS: CHRISTINA CHING
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Thrills with the frills

I LIKE the great outdoors, getting 
off the beaten path and going on 
an adventure. 

I like camping, too. But I want 
the fun of sleeping in a tent with-
out having to pitch it or unroll 
a sleeping bag. I am game for a 
campfire, but please spare me 
from having to build the fire. 

Enter glamping. Two years ago, 
the word made it into the Oxford 
English Dictionary, which defines 
it as “a form of camping involving 
accommodation and facilities 
more luxurious than those asso-
ciated with traditional camping”.

To my delight, I found that I 
didn’t have to pitch a tent, climb 
into a sleeping bag or build a fire.  

I wasted no time booking a 
family glamping holiday at The 
Canopi Resort in Bintan. 

A glamping holiday in Bintan shows Christina Ching how to camp in style

The 2ha resort is part of the 
Treasure Bay integrated resort 
development. 

It has a 338ha adventure play-
ground at its backyard, which 
includes a private forest reserve, 
a mangrove nature park, pristine 
beaches and a 6.3ha saltwater 
Crystal Lagoon — the size of 50 
Olympic-size swimming pools.

‘Roughing it out’
The first thing that greeted us 
when we arrived at the resort 
was the huge man-made azure 
lagoon. By it were 100 beautiful 
safari-style tents. 

Entering our spacious 40 sq m 
tent with its safari-style décor was 
like being sucked into an Indiana 
Jones adventure. Drawer chests 
and wardrobes came in the shape 
of antique suitcases. At a corner 
sat a vintage writing table. 

The centrepiece was a king-
sized four-poster bed with white 
drapes, above which hung a 
filament-bulbed chandelier. A 
wide daybed with a trundle bed 
provided a comfortable spot for 
lounging and served as extra beds 
for the kids. 

A door led out to an open-air 
bathroom designed to blend in 
with nature, while our private 
patio with a four-seater dining set 
and cosy swing chair was perfect 
for relaxing outdoors. 

We sank into the plush bed 
and sighed in contentment. 
With air-conditioning, television 
and Wi-Fi in our luxurious tent, 
we could certainly get used to a 
glamping lifestyle.

Explore the outdoors
Every morning, we took an invig-
orating walk around the lagoon 
to work up an appetite for the 
breakfast buffet.

Visitors can also explore the 
area on a vintage car, electric 
scooter or a two-wheeler Per-
sonal Transportation device. 
Action-seekers can hop onto a 
two-seater UTV or an ATV Quad 
bike and zip away on a private 
jungle trail, while kids can jump 
on the mini electric ATV for an 
adventure around the lagoon. 

Guests can also opt for a kayak-
ing trip or a cruise to discover the 
surrounding mangrove and its 
wildlife, or go on a magical night 
mangrove firefly tour.

The lagoon is the star attraction. 
We spent much of our time frol-
icking in the water, fighting over 
who got to lie on the inflatable 
pool loungers we brought along. 

A huge array of water activities 
is on offer — from stand-up 
paddling, kayaking and sailing to 
riding a bumper boat or under-
water sea scooter to playing on 
water slides. 

GuideLines
Take a ferry from Tanah 
Merah Ferry Terminal to 
Bintan. At Bintan’s ferry 

terminal, head to the customs 
counter for The Canopi’s guests. 
There is a complimentary five-
minute bus ride to the resort. 

The reception can 
organise a cruise to the 
kelong for the freshest 

catch if you tire of dining at the 
resort’s two restaurants. They can 
also arrange for transport to the 
nearby Pujasera hawker centre to 
sample local fare.

Adrenaline junkies can get 
their rush on the Jetovator, a 
hydro-powered water bike that 
propels the rider 9m up into the 
air. Action-seekers can also cable 
ski or wakeboard. 

My eight- and 11-year-old kids 
sought their thrills on a cable-
towed rubber dinghy instead. 
They also got into a giant inflat-
able ball on the water called the 
ZOVB, scurrying about happily 
like hamsters on a spinning wheel.

They also begged to try out 
the Water Sports Park, a floating 
obstacle course that culminates 
in a climbing wall shaped like a 
mountain. The challenge is to 
reach the peak before leaping into 
the water.  

The afternoon sun was blister-
ing and with daddy accompany-
ing them, I happily retreated into 
the comfort and privacy of my 
own tent for a massage. 

I re-emerged at sunset to admire 
the changing hues of the sky from 
my inflatable pool lounger.

No camping experience is 
complete without a campfire, so 
we booked a barbecue dinner to 
mark the end of our glamping 
experience. 

With the fire started for us in 
our private garden and the items 
we ordered delivered to us, all we 
had to do was grill the food and 
enjoy it under a starlit sky.
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