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4Walk in the footsteps 
of nuns and step 

back in time
For 800 years until 1802, the 
mountain town was ruled by a 
group of aristocratic abbesses. 
The nuns were supported by the 
prosperous town and devoted 
their lives to praying for the soul 
of Henry the Fowler, who was 
crowned King of Germany in 
Quedlinburg in 919 AD and was 
also buried there. 

3Do the locomotion 
and ride an old 

school steam engine
A puff of smoke and a distant 
rumble drew my attention to the 
steam train chugging into the 
station. 

The Harz Narrow Gauge 
Railway is not just for train enthu-
siasts. It is the most picturesque 

Look out for two Europe itineraries 
from ASA Holidays. One is the 12D 
Best of Eastern Europe (EVIE12) 
package that will cover cities 
including Vienna, Budapest, Krakow 
and Prague, then wrap up in Germany 
with highlights such as visits to 
Baroque Church Frauenkirche and 
Zwinger Palace in Dresden; as well 
as the Holocaust Memorial and 
Brandenburg Gate in Berlin.

The German attractions are also 
featured in the 13D Best of Eastern 

Europe + Cesky Krumlov (EMUC13) 
package. Other places it covers 
include Hallstatt, an idyllic village in 
the Austrian mountains, and Prague 
Castle in the Czech Republic.  

Visitors to the travel agency’s 
booth (5H20) at Natas Travel 2018 
this Friday to Sunday can expect 
other packages and offers. The 
event at Singapore Expo Hall 5A will 
be open from 11am to 9.30pm.

Special promotions include 
discounts of up to $1,000 per 
couple, one-for-one deals and a 
discount of $118 for current Citibank 
credit card members. Terms and 
conditions apply for all offers. 

NEXT WEEK
Glamping around 
the world

Quaint Quedlinburg
Suzanne Sng is transported back to the 14th century 
in one of Europe’s most well-preserved towns

HOT DEALS AND MORE FROM ASA HOLIDAYS

2 Watch the world go 
by at the square

Bustling but never overcrowded, 
even in high tourist season in 
summer, the town square is lined 
with cafés. Chairs, tables and 
thoughtful umbrellas provide a 
space to partake in coffee, German 
pastries and people-watching. 

You can’t miss the Rathaus 
or town hall, with its facade 
draped in ivy and fl aming red 
fl owers, looking like a life-sized 
Playmobil house. (Fun fact: The 
toy brand is German.) 

On market days (Wednesdays 
and Saturdays; from morning till 
early afternoon), food trucks and 
produce stalls add colour and 
bustle, along with the irresistible 
smell of sausages sizzling on a 
hot grill. The Christmas market 
is also full of old world charm. 

Right on the square are the cosy 
Hotel Theophano (Markt 13-14; 
www.hoteltheophano.de) and 
Hotel zum Baer (Markt 8-9; www.
hotelzumbaer.de). Major sights 
are within walking distance and, 
best of all, you can people-watch 
from the comfort of your window.

 

5 Look for witches 
in the mountains

A ramble in the nearby Harz 
Mountains is not just a chance to 
work off that pork knuckle from 
the previous night’s dinner. You 
may also have a brush with the 
supernatural. 

As I hiked my way up the 
mountain, I was freaked out 
when I came face to face with a 
horned mask, stuck to the cliff 
at precisely eye level. At other 
points on the dense forest trail, 

1Take thousands of 
photos of building 

facades
The word “quaint” may be 
overused, but it could have been 
coined for Quedlinburg. 

With 1,300 dis-
tinctive half-tim-
bered dwellings 
in the town, some 
dating back to 
the 14th century, 
there are Insta-
gram opportuni-
ties galore. 

Don’t miss the 
oldest building in 
all of Germany, 
built in 1310. 
It now houses 
the Fachwerk 
Museum Stander-
bau (Wordgasse 3), 

devoted to the half-timbered 
architectural style that you see 
at every turn. The style refers to 
the method of building in which 
the external and internal walls 
are made of timber frames, and 
the spaces between are fi lled 
with plaster, brick or stone.

LITTLE known outside of Germany, the mediaeval renaissance town 
of Quedlinburg is one of the most well-preserved in Europe and totally 
deserving of its Unesco World Heritage status. 

Relatively untouched by World War II and the Cold War — it was once 
part of East Germany — the old town is the perfect place to step back into 
the Middle Ages while getting lost in its fanciful maze of streets.

Stepping into its town square, I felt as though I was entering a theme 
park. Immaculate buildings in pastel shades line the square, with 
bright fl owers overfl owing from orderly window boxes. There is even a 
fairy-tale stone castle atop a hill. 

Here are fi ve things you must do in this town:

we were  confronted with malev-
olent masks as well as religious 
symbols like crosses. 

The woods are the backdrop 
of some Brothers Grimm’s fairy 
tales and a scene with witches 
and the devil from Goethe’s 
Faust, and the rich German folk-
lore imparts a mystical atmos-
phere to a simple nature walk. 
This also explains the profusion 
of kitschy souvenirs featuring 
witches and broomsticks in the 
town shops.

way to visit nearby towns such as 
Thale, Goslar and Wernigerode, all 
packed with history and charm. 

The ride itself shows you the 
best of nature. The train huffs 
and puffs up and down dramatic 
gorges, past lush meadows and 
through dappled forests, often 
stopping at stations no bigger 
than a shed. 

GUIDELINES
There are no 
direct fl ights from 
Singapore to Berlin. 

Singapore Airlines fl ies to 
the city with code share 
partners, while Lufthansa 
offers fl ights via Frankfurt 
or Munich. From the Berlin 
Central Bus Station, I took 
a coach operated by 
FlixBus (www.fl ixbus.com) to 
Quedlinburg, which arrived 
in under three hours.

■ Your fi rst stop 
should be the town 
square, where the 

tourist information centre 
(Markt 4) is situated. It has 
helpful English-speaking 
staff, and lots of information 
and maps of the town as 
well as the surrounding 
villages and mountains. 
Audio guides in English are 
available and, if you book in 
advance, you may be able to 
join an English guided tour 
of the town.

For local food fare, 
try the ubiquitous 
German currywurst 

(sliced pork sausage with 
spicy curry ketchup) and 
wieners from kiosks and 
market stalls, and the 
beer and enormous pork 
knuckles from Brauhaus 
Ludde (Blasiistrasse 14), a 
lively beer garden with its 
own brewery. 

These days, Quedlinburgers 
are still, justifi ably, proud of the 
abbesses and their rich history, 
and almost everyone we met 
insisted that we visit the 12th 
century church and castle on 
the hill, known as Burgberg. 

Treading on the steep cob-
bled path, with the rocks worn 
smooth and shiny over the cen-
turies, it wasn’t hard to imagine 
the nuns of yesteryear slipping 
on the very same stones.

Take your pick of the cafés and restaurants lining the town square. PHOTOS: SUZANNE SNG

Alexisbad, one of the many miniscule towns on the steam engine route.

The oldest building 
in Germany, 707 
years old and still 
standing, now 
houses a museum 
devoted to the 
half-timbered 
architectural style.

Malevolent-looking masks impart 
an otherworldly atmosphere to a 
simple hike in the mountains.

150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building
Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm This Sun 11am - 6pm

fr $0 to $585

4D Vivid Sydney Spectacular
Return Airport Transfer
3N Accommodation
Daily Breakfast
Vivid Lights Dinner Cruise
Choice of Full-day Tour (Land Only) fr $658

All prices are subjected to associated taxes &
surcharges correct at time of print & subject to change

www.ChanBrothersAustralia.com

9D Sydney & Legendary Pacific Coast
Self Drive

Return Airfare 7N Accommodation
Sandboarding, 4WD Adventure & Dolphin Watch Cruise
Dreamworld, Movie World or Sea World Admission
Dolphin Marine Magic Admission fr $1338

Up to
$200 OFF
Per Couple*

6D Sydney, Hunter Valley
& Port Stephens

Hunter Valley Chocolate & Cheese Company
4WD Sand Dunes Tour With Sandboarding
Dolphin Watch Cruise With Buffet Lunch

Dep: Apr - Sep fr $1938

Up to
$300 OFF
Per Couple*

6D Sydney, Jervis Bay
& Blue Mountains

WILD LIFE Sydney Zoo SEA LIFE Sydney Aquarium
Kiama Blowhole Dolphin Watch Cruise
The Three Sisters in Blue Mountains National Park

Dep: Apr - Sep fr $1688

Up to
$300 OFF
Per Couple*

Up to
$100 OFF
Per Couple*

Travel Revolution 2018 - The Event
23 - 25 Mar (Fri - Sun) • 11am - 9.30pm

Marina Bay Sands B2 Expo Hall E (Booth 2) • Free Admission

Experience Vibrant Nights at the
World’s Largest Festival of Light, Music & Ideas

25 May - 16 Jun
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From Singapore toFrom Singapore to One Way fromOne Way from Return fromReturn from

Fiji $$338338** $$649649**

Port Vila $$495495** $$799799**

Apia $$501501** $$799799**

Honiara $$514514** $$799799**

Tonga/Vava’u $$488488** $$799799**

Auckland $$516516** $$799799**

Wellington $$516516** $$799799**

Christchurch $$516516** $$799799**

Adult economy fares to/via Nadi inclusive of taxes & surcharges
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