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Often thought to be a rather sedate choice  
of travel destination, the opposite is actually 
true of the island, as Chen Jinyao discovers 
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T ASMANIA has a reputation for its splen-
did isolation — not only is the island 
tucked to the south of the Australian 

mainland, the only thing that stands between 
it and Antarctica is a vast expanse of ocean. 

Many people equate that isolation with 
peace and quiet. But the smallest state in 
Australia is anything but sedate. 

Take its capital Hobart, which is fast becom-
ing the capital of cool. Hip boutique hotels 
have opened, such as The Henry Jones Art 
Hotel (www.thehenryjones.com), the coun-
try’s first art hotel that is housed in an old jam 
factory; and its sister hotel, the sleek Macq 01 
(www.macq01.com.au) clad in cypress and 
glass for views of the waterfront. 

Artistic appeal
Every June, the city rocks with music, lights, 
arts performances and a food festival, thanks 
to the annual winter festival Dark Mofo, pre-
sented by the Museum of Old & New Art, or 
Mona (mona.net.au).

Many Tasmanians credit Hobart’s develop-
ment to the opening of this museum, which 
has many superlatives tagged to it. 

Not only is it Australia’s largest private 
museum, it is one of Tasmania’s biggest tourist 
draws and has one of the world’s most con- 
troversial private collections of modern art.  

Love it or hate it, the museum, owned by 
Tasmanian billionaire David Walsh, certainly 
has an irreverent attitude towards art. 

While other museums group their works 
according to genre, period or artist, Mona’s 
website categorises its art under “annoys our 
female curators”, “stuff David bought when  
he was drunk” and “has its own digestive 
system”. 

One of the works in the latter category is the 
museum’s most contentious piece — Cloaca 
Professional by Wim Delvoye. 

It is a machine that mimics the human 
digestive process, producing excrement at  
the end. (This work stinks. Literally.)

Fortunately, for the faint of heart, there 
are also milder displays of art and interactive 
installation pieces. My son’s favourite is an 
outdoor trampoline with huge bells attached 
to its base that ring whenever someone jumps 
on the contraption.  

If the quirkiness of Mona overwhelms,  
counter it with something more mainstream, 
like  the iconic and much-loved Salamanca 
Market. 

This sprawling open-air market has more 
than 300 stalls selling anything from fresh 
produce and cooked food to second-hand 
books, clothes and accessories. 

As it only opens on Saturday, we stayed up 
from late morning till it closed at 3pm. 

We also explored the rest of the historic 
Salamanca Place, now home to a vibrant cul-
tural scene with cafés, bars, art galleries and 
boutiques housed in warehouses.

The call of nature
For a quick jaunt into nature, we drove 30 
minutes to Mount Wellington, which over-
looks Hobart. The 1,271m-tall mountain is 
criss-crossed with hiking trails and topped 
with a gorgeous lookout point at its summit.  

Beware the strong winds. 
The moment I opened the car door at the 

A view along  
the Cradle 
Mountain 
Pencil Pine Falls 
and Knyvet 
Falls walk.   
PHOTO: CHEN JINYAO

A travel series every Tuesday. 
The stories are also available in sgtravellers.com

BON VOYAGE
BON VOYAGE

D6 | THE STRAITS TIMES | TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2018 |



CONTINUED ON D8

CONTINUED FROM D6

summit, it slammed back shut on me because 
of the gale-force winds. 

We struggled out of the car and fought the 
mighty winds to make our way to the obser-
vation deck. And then we forgot how cold we 
were because a view such as the one of Hobart 
all spread out beneath our feet tends to make 
one forget niggling irritations. 

Still, if the winds do get to you, hide in the 
glass-walled shelter, where the view is still 
decent. And there is free Wi-Fi.  

For those who want to be immersed in 
nature, Cradle Mountain, at the northern end 
of Tasmania, is a must-visit.  

The mountain is famous for the glacial- 
blue Dove Lake at its foot, but its surrounding 
area is also home to many walking trails that 
range from gentle strolls on boardwalks to 
epic days-long treks across the national park. 

We skipped the 6km hike that runs 
around Dove Lake and went for the popular 
Enchanted Walk, an easy 20-minute circuit 
with scenery that explains its name. 

The easy boardwalk-covered trail goes past 
a moss-covered rainforest with still, reflective 
ponds that look like mirrors, along the lush 
banks of a gushing stream, before ending at 
a waterfall. 

We also went on the 30-minute Pencil Pine 
Falls and Knyvet Falls Walk, which led to two 
bigger waterfalls via a lively river. 

Wildlife encounters
Spot wild animals such as wombats, pade- 
melons, wallabies and possums that roam 
the Cradle Mountain area known for its lush 
abundance of wildlife in the vegetated areas. 

Above: The 
summit of Mount 
Wellington offers 
breathtaking views  
of Hobart.  
Left: A Tasmanian 
Devil. 
PHOTOS: CHEN JINYAO, 

TOURISM TASMANIA & 

DEVILS@CRADLE

CONTINUED ON D10

Mad about
Tasmania

BON VOYAGE

D8 | THE STRAITS TIMES | TUESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2018 |



Just keep the noise level low so as not to scare 
them off.  

You are not likely to spot the Tasmanian 
Devil in the wild though; not only is it noto-
riously shy, it is also nocturnal and its black 
coat of fur camoufl ages it. 

But a trip to the Devils@Cradle Tasmanian 
Devil Sanctuary (devilsatcradle.com) will make
up for that. 

The centre, which runs a number of con-
servation programmes, holds guided tours to 
see its resident devils. The night tour includes 
a feeding session, during  which we watched 
the lively creatures wrestle one another for 
food. 

So gear up for some rollicking good fun 
in Tasmania, where the last thing you would 
imagine is a placid place with nothing to do.

The winter 
festival 
Dark Mofo 
fi lls Hobart 
with light, 
music, arts 
performances 
and food.
PHOTO:  CHEN 

JINYAO 
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GUIDELINES 
■  We fl ew on Qantas 

from Singapore to 
Tasmania, transiting 
at Melbourne. 

■  The fun way to visit 
Mona is by the ferry 
MR-1, which has 
sculptures of sheep 
for seats. Board at the 
Brooke Street Pier. 

■  The Enchanted 
Walk starts from 
the Peppers Cradle 
Mountain Lodge, 
which is a short 
distance from the 
Cradle Mountain 
Visitor Centre. 
Non-hotel guests can 
access this walk too. 

■  The Pencil Pine Falls 
and Knyvet Falls 
Walk starts opposite 
the Peppers Cradle 
Mountain Lodge 
shop.
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SUCCESSFUL TRAVEL FAIR
For the fi rst time, the recent Natas 
Holidays fair welcomed 113,103 
visitors, a whopping 40 per cent 
increase from 2017 (81,039 visitors). 

There was a wide range of deals 
and packages on offer from the 
91 exhibitors which comprised 
travel agents, attractions, airlines, 
cruises, hotels, national tourism 
organisations and other travel-
related companies.

Besides getting details and 
itineraries from the 720 booths 
there, stage performances also held 
the crowd’s attention. There were 
also informative and engaging talks 
on emerging destinations such as 
Uzbekistan and Tanzania.

The event culminated with the 

ENTERTAINING 
ESCAPADES 
For star-studded family vacations, 
join CTC Travel’s exclusive charter 
holiday packages:
7D Taiwan Christmas Wanderlust 
with MediaCorp artiste Desmond Ng
Hop on a Hello Kitty Eva Air fl ight 
to Taiwan with local star Desmond 
Ng to celebrate an exceptional 
Christmas party.
■   Departure: Dec 22
■   Destinations: Taipei/Kaohsiung/ 
      Changhua/Chiayi/Tainan
■   Price*: From $1,288 per person,  
      with discounts up to $200 for  
      couples

5D4N Costa Fortuna Getai PK Show 
Sail on a Costa Fortuna cruise 
to Port Klang and Phuket and 
enjoy exciting on-board activities, 
especially the Getai PK Battle 
Performance featuring singers like 
Wang Lei, Aaron Tan Zhi Wei and 
Lee Pei Fen.
■   Departure: Dec 6 
■   Price*:The second pax pays $28
■   Promotions*: Kids aged below 18  
     years cruise free; free balcony    
     upgrade for Citibank 
     cardmembers

For details, visit CTC Travel at 
Chinatown Point #03-03/04/05 
or call 6539-8305 (Asia tours) or 
6539-8389 (cruise).
*Terms and conditions apply.

WINTER’S TALE
Firming up your holiday plans? Check 
out Chan Brothers’ Japan Carnival 
this weekend for packages like the 7D 
Illuminate Central Japan Winter Ski 
Edition (from $3,288; special offer of 
up to $400 off per couple).

Catch Japan’s wintry beauty in 
an itinerary that takes you through 
several prefectures, from Nara to 
Tokyo. Highlights include hitting the 
snow slopes at Hakuba Ski Resorts; 
enjoying a hot bath at an onsen in 
Karuizawa; and experiencing Tokyo’s 
vibrant Shinjuku, Harajuku, Shibuya 
and Ginza districts. 

Event highlights include these 
offers* on selected Japan package 
tours:
■   Up to $800 off per couple; 
■   50 per cent off for the second  
      traveller; 
■   First child fl ies free;
■   Up to $200 off per room; and
■   Up to $100 off per foursome.

Take part in the Click, Flip and 
Win and stand to get an American 

Tourister by Samsonite 2 Way Magic 
Travel Pillow, plus up to $28 off 
your booking, Laneige travel kits and 
more, with any booking. 

Citi Credit Cardmembers who 
charge $5,800 for new bookings will 
get a free limited-edition 28-inch 
New Yorker trolley luggage (one per 
cardmember) while stocks last. 

Chan Brothers Japan Carnival 
When: Friday to Sunday 
Where: Chan Brothers Travel 
Powerhouse, Fook Hai Building 
Level 1, 150 South Bridge Road

For booking and enquiries, 
call 6438-8880 or visit Sale.
ChanBrothers.com

Terms and conditions apply 
for all offers and discounts.

return of the Natas Grand Draw in 
which the top prize was a pair of 
Premium Economy Class tickets on 
Singapore Airlines to Los Angeles, 
New York or San Francisco.

Data collected from the draw’s 
survey revealed that the top 10 
destinations for Singaporeans were 
Europe, Japan, Malaysia, China, 
South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, 
Australia, the United States and 
Egypt.

Get the SGTravellers app
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