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It’s a wild, wild world
Hong Weixi comes face to face with marine iguanas, sea lions and other wildlife at the Galapagos Islands

As I strolled along the waterfront in 
Puerto Ayora, enjoying the warm 
sun on my face, I was stopped 
in my tracks by a huge sea lion. 
Feeling uncomfortable in its glare, 
I tried to tiptoe around it, only 
to be greeted by a row of marine 
iguanas, quiet and still as statues. 

I started to backtrack, but found 
the pathway now blocked by a 
group of sea lions in varying sizes. 

Welcome to the wildlife para-
dise, the Galapagos Islands.

This Ecuadorian archipelago of 
13 main islands and six smaller 
islets, situated some 1,000km 
from the South American conti-
nent, and the surrounding marine 
reserve, are known as a unique 
“living museum and showcase of 
evolution”. 

Located at the confluence of 
three ocean currents, the Gala- 
pagos — a Unesco World Heritage 
Site — are a melting pot of marine 
species and helped naturalist 
Charles Darwin develop his theory 
of evolution by natural selection.

Because of their remote location, 
they are expensive to visit,  espe-
cially for a budget traveller like me. 
But since I was already in this part 
of the world, I couldn’t miss the 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
see one of the natural wonders of 
the world. And once you’re there, 
you can see the Galapagos at a 
reasonable cost. CONTINUED ON D6

With a bit of research and shrewd 
planning, my stay there turned out 
to be a lot cheaper than expected. 

I flew to Baltra Island, then 
spent the first few days on the 
most populated island, Santa 
Cruz, checking out various 
travel agencies before scoring a 
last-minute deal for a five-day 
and five-night cruise to the north-
ern islands, set to depart a week  
later. 

In the meantime, I explored a 
few islands on my own. 

Wildlife everywhere
You do not need to venture far 
to spot wildlife. Stroll along the 
waterfront in Puerto Ayora, the 
main town on Santa Cruz, and 
you will see plenty of sea lions and 
marine iguanas  — the world’s only 
marine lizards found only in the 
Galapagos — basking in the sun. 

Seagulls, pelicans and other 
birds fly around, while bright red 
crabs cling onto the jetty pillars. 
At night, dozens of baby sharks 
swim around the jetties, attracted 

by the bright lights. 
The Charles Darwin Research 

Station (free entry) offers a close 
encounter with gigantic Galapa- 
gos tortoises, land iguanas and 
other animals found in the region. 
There are also many free beaches 
you can visit. 

Tortuga Bay in Santa Cruz 
boasts long stretches of white 
sand and turquoise waters. Along 
the 3km walk there from Puerto 
Ayora, you will pass by a small salt 
flat where cacti, finches and lava 

lizards abound. 
At the beach, marine iguanas 

of all sizes sun themselves on the 
sand. If you get lucky like I did, you 
will see sea lions frolicking in the 
waters, just a few metres away. 

You can hire snorkelling gear in 
town for US$5 to US$10 per day 
(S$6.50 to S$13) and explore the 
small lake on the other side of the 
beach.  

BON VOYAGE SPECIAL | SPH CONTENT LAB

A travel series every Tuesday. 
The stories are also available in sgtravellers.com

• Citystate Cruises (TA648) Tel: 6222 9222 • Cruise1st (TA2505) Tel: 6557 0519 • Chan Brothers Travel (TA109) Tel: 6212 9944
• CTC Travel (TA704) Tel: 6539 8389 • Dynasty Travel (TA371) Tel: 6532 1922 • Honeyworld Holidays (TA626) Tel: 6532 2232 • PriceBreaker (TA249) Tel: 6317 2888

• Stamford Discovery (TA702) Tel: 6225 1322 • Tourworld Travel & Cruise (TA568) Tel: 6338 6888 • WTS Travel & Tours (TA637) Tel: 6466 8558

*All prices are quoted in Singapore dollars, based on the lowest available or guaranty stateroom category of the featured departure dates,
for per person on twin-sharing basis, subject to associated taxes, port expenses and gratuities ranging from $114 to $284. KIDS CRUISE FREE:
Up to 2 children cruise for free when sharing a stateroom with 2 full-paying guests. Applies to Interior stateroom category 3V or above stateroom
categories. Regular gratuities and taxes apply to all guests in the stateroom. $11 UPGRADE TO BALCONY (HSBC CREDIT CARDS EXCLUSIVE):
Book a twin-sharing Oceanview stateroom category 1N to enjoy an upgrade to Balcony stateroom category 4B or 6B at an additional
$11 per person. SENIORS’ SPECIAL: Every room with 1 guest aged 55 years and above at point of departure enjoys 50% off 2nd guest cruise fare.
Applies to Interior stateroom with Virtual Balcony or above stateroom categories. 4-TO-GO SPECIAL: Applicable to minimum 2 twin-share
Promenade, Interior with Virtual Balcony or Balcony (category 4B or 6B) staterooms booked. All promotions apply to selected departure dates, are
not combinable and valid for new bookings made till May 15 only. All of the above information is correct at time of print, subject to availability and
change without prior notice. Other terms apply. Madagascar and all related characters and properties TM & ©2017 DreamWorks Animation L.L.C.

3 ANSON ROAD #13-02

SPRINGLEAF TOWER, SINGAPORE 079909

CALL 6305 0033 OR BOOK ONLINE
AT ROYALCARIBBEAN.COM.SG
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*Selected tours & departures; conditions apply. While stocks last.
All information is correct at time of print. (TA 109)

    
150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm 

     
Melbourne Yarra Valley Dandenong Ranges

Return Airfare
5N Accommodation
4D Hertz Car Rental With NeverLost GPS
Healesville Sanctuary Admission Ticket
Rayners Orchard Tractor Fruit-tasting Tour
Puffing Billy Experience

      
Melbourne Phillip Island Sydney Blue Mountains

The Three Sisters Blue Mountains National Park
Farm Stay Brighton Bathing Boxes
Phillip Island Chocolate Factory
Penguin Reserve & Penguin Parade
SEA LIFE Sydney Aquarium
WILD LIFE Sydney Zoo

Dep: May - Dec  

 
    
Melbourne Mornington Peninsula Phillip Island

Peninsula Hot Springs
Antarctic Journey at Nobbies Centre
Ashcombe Maze & Lavender Gardens
Local Winery With Wine-tasting Session
Penguin Reserve & Penguin Parade

Dep: Jun - Dec

   Daily Departure

  


 

Up to
 
Per Couple*

   
Return Airport Transfer
3N Accommodation in Melbourne City
Daily Breakfast
Full-day Great Ocean Road Adventure
Full-day Grand Penguin Tour  

Up to
 
Per Couple*

fr $0 to $205
All prices are subjected to associated taxes &
surcharges correct at time of print & subject to change

 

Up to
 
Per Couple*

Up to
 
Per Couple*

 


 


 

   
      

     
   
  

2N Glamping Experience With
Aussie Barbecue Dinner & Stargazing Tour
Werribee Open Range Zoo Admission
Enchanted Adventure Garden General Admission
Peninsula Hot Springs Admission
Phillip Island Nature Parks 3 Park Pass Plus
Arthurs Seat Eagle Return Ticket

PLUS
 
Per Couple*

   

FREE AUD50
Shopping Voucher*

   
  

   
    

    
   

   

       
When you apply for a Citi Credit Card with min. $500 charge*



   
Chat via WhatsApp 9277 7198 or online with our travel advisors



*Selected tours & departures; conditions apply. All information is correct at time of print. (TA 109)

1st pax fr $7888

2nd pax fr $3944
+ taxes & surcharges at $608National Day Dep: Aug 4,7

10/13D GREENLAND CRUISE & ICELAND MIDNIGHT SUN HOLIDAY
Reykjavik • Kangerlussuaq • Sisimiut • Qeqertarsuaq • Eqip Sermia Glacier • Ilulissat
Highlights:
• 5N Shipboard Accommodation on Ocean Diamond With Full Board Meals
• Reykjavik City Tour • Blue Lagoon With Comfort Package Admission
• Shore Landings • Ilulissat City Tour • Old Settlement Walking Tour
Bonus:
• Welcome Dinner • Fully Escorted From Singapore
• Golden Circle, Southern Iceland Excursion*
• South Coast & Waterfall Tour
• Geothermally-prepared Bread & Eggs
• All Cruise & Land Tipping

Up to

50% OFF
2nd Pax*

1st
Arctic Sailing

Mid-year Travel Last-minute Sale 11 - 13 May (Fri - Sun)

Holiday Preview
by Arctic Specialist With High Tea

12 May (Sat) • 2.30pm
FIVE Square, #01-03 Great Eastern Centre

Call 6212 9684 to RSVP by 10 May
Enjoy exclusive deals for attendees!

Ilulissat Icefjord

Greenland

Iceland

Arctic
Region

Europe

America

Journey Into
the Arctic

Explore
Greenland,

World’s Largest
Island

Encounter
Whales, Polar
Foxes & Rare
Arctic Wildlife

Wonders

Witness UNESCO
World Heritage Site

Ilulissat Icefjord

CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL 6212 9684
150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm
Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm www.ChanBrothersFreeNEasy.com

Get $150 OFF
on Top of Final Offers

When you apply for a Citi Credit Card
with min. $500 charge*

www.ChanBrothers.com/Citi

Limited Seats
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There are many lagoons 
around Santa Cruz, where you 
can swim or snorkel for free. My 
favourite was the spectacular Las 
Grietas Lagoon, an inland body of  
emerald-green water surrounded 
by high lava walls.

On the other main islands, San 
Cristobal and Isabela, there are 
also many beaches, lagoons and 
other free attractions.

You can go on short hikes with-
out having to engage a naturalist 
guide, rent a bicycle and explore 
on your own, or go kayaking or 
surfi ng. 

If you love sea lions, make 
San Cristobal your base because 
there are more of them there than 
people. Prices for hotel accommo-
dations and food are also slightly 
lower there. 

For those who can afford it, a 
day trip to an uninhabited island 
is an option. Sailing on a yacht 
usually costs US$90 to US$160 
and includes snorkelling or di-
ving, snacks and boat transfer.

I visited Bartolomé, a barren 
northern island with a volcanic 
cone that is easy to climb and offers 

great views of the surrounding 
islands. In the crystal-clear waters, 
you can spot marine life without 
having to go underwater. We got 
lucky and saw some Galapagos 
penguins, the only species that lives 
north of the equator in the wild.  

The cruise took me to Isabela 
and a few northern islands like 
Santiago and North Seymour.

I got to observe all types of 
wildlife on land, in the sky and 
in the sea from the boat. I also 
snorkelled and enjoyed taking in 
the sights of the fl ora and fauna 
on the shore. 

I saw the funny-looking blue-
footed boobies doing a mating 
dance, fl ightless cormorants drying 
their sparse wings in the sun, great 
frigate birds infl ating their bright 
red gular sac like a balloon to attract 
the opposite sex and Galapagos 
fur seals lazing on the rocks. 

I also swam with turtles, pen-
guins, sea lions, white tip reef 
sharks, octopus and other varie-
ties of marine creatures. 

It was an expensive cruise for a 
poor backpacker, but well worth 
my money.

CONTINUED ON D8

Right: A bird’s 
eye view of 
the Galapagos 
Islands from the 
volcanic cone in 
Bartolomé.
Below: The 
unique landscape 
of the Galapagos 
is a result 
of volcanic 
eruptions. 
PHOTOS: HONG WEIXI

Tips on visiting 
the Galapagos
CRUISE OR LAND TOUR?
There are two ways to tour the Galapagos — on boat 
cruises and land-based tours. 

Cruises, which leave from the larger populated 
islands of San Cristobal or Santa Cruz, are usually a 
live-aboard experience of four to 12 days. There are 
four types for different budgets.

On a land-based tour, one stays in a hotel on a 
larger populated island and take day trips to nearby 
uninhabited islands. 

While this option can be more economical, the range 
of islands that can be visited is limited by distance (the 
southernmost island, Española, is 220km away from 
the northernmost island, Darwin). The variety of animal 
species that can be seen is also fewer than if you opt 
for a cruise.

WHEN TO GO
Being located on the Equator makes the Galapagos an 
ideal destination to visit anytime. 

From December to May, the water and air 
temperatures are slightly warmer and the seas tend to 
be calmer, making it suitable for snorkelling and diving. 
This is also a good time to observe birds mating or sea 
turtles nesting on the beaches. 

From June to November, the colder and nutrient-
rich waters attract fi sh and sea birds, and therefore, 
experienced divers. This is also the mating season for 
blue-footed boobies. 

Peak seasons, when prices shoot up, are from 
mid-June to early September and mid-December to 
mid-January. 

TRAVELLING ON THE CHEAP
• Air ticket: Be fl exible with your dates and monitor 

the prices for discounts. I got my round-trip ticket 
from Guayaquil on mainland Ecuador to Baltra 
island for US$362 after tracking prices for two 
weeks. In general, a round-trip ticket to the islands 
costs US$380 to US$550. It is usually cheaper to fl y 
into and out of San Cristobal. For travel during the 
high season, book months in advance to secure a 
lower price. Don’t buy a ticket meant for locals and 
residents, who get discounts of up to 50 per cent of 
what foreigners pay. You could be fi ned and made to 
pay the difference, or be stopped from boarding.

NEXT WEEK
Historic England

Swimming 
and 
snorkelling 
in Las 
Grietas 
Lagoon in 
Santa Cruz.

NEXT WEEK
Historic England
NEXT WEEK
Historic England
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6D CENTRAL JAPAN DELUXE TOUR
Tokyo • Shizuoka • Kyoto • Nara • Osaka fr $1178
6D HOKKAIDO DELUXE TOUR
Sapporo • Furano • Sounkyo • Abashiri • Lake Akan
Tokachi • Noboribetsu • Jozankei fr $1588
6D KYUSHU DELUXE TOUR
Fukuoka • Beppu • Aso • Kagoshima • Kumamoto • Unzen fr $1718
CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL

6212 9688150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building
Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH Closed

DELUXE SEAT-IN-COACH
GROUP TOURS 2 to Go Land Only

Tips on visiting the Galapagos
CONTINUED FROM D7

• Accommodation: Don’t book online. Instead, walk 
around to check for availability after arrival. Rooms 
are usually available except during the high season 
or if you want to stay in a popular hotel. If you plan 
to stay for more than three days, ask for a discount. 
I snared a twin room with a private bathroom and air 
conditioning for US$30 (priced online for US$40) in 
a guesthouse. This was discounted to US$25 a night 
for a one-week stay. A bed in a dormitory normally 
costs US$20 online and a private single room at 
least US$30, but it can be as low as US$15 if you 
walk in. 

• Getting around: Fast boats connect the main islands. 
A one-way ticket costs US$25 to US$30. However, all 
boats originate from Santa Cruz; there are no boats 
running between the other islands. 

• Cruises and tours: If possible, book only when 

you get to the islands. There are many last-minute 
walk-in deals. The agencies located away from the 
waterfront offer better deals. A six-day cruise on 
a Tourist Superior Class yacht can be advertised 
online for US$1,800 to US$2,200, but you can get 
last-minute deals for US$1,800 or less, if you are 
good at bargaining. I managed to book a five-day 
and five-night cruise to the northern islands 
for US$1,200. A traveller, who booked online 
six months earlier paid US$2,200. Visit www.
galapagoscruiselinks.com for information on cruise 
dates, routes and prices. 

• Eating and shopping: Most goods are imported 
from the mainland, so buy things like sunblock and 
swimsuits before you arrive. If you dine out, avoid 
the eateries at the waterfront. The further inland you 
go, the lower the prices. 

GUIDELINES
There 
are no 
direct 

flights from 
Singapore to 
Ecuador. KLM 
and United 
Airlines offer 
non-direct 
flights to Quito, 
Ecuador’s 
capital. 

Flights to the 
Galapagos are 
offered by three 
airlines (TAME, 
LAN-Ecuador 
and Avianca). 
They depart 
from Guayaquil 
or Quito and fly 
to Baltra Island 
(next to Santa 
Cruz) or San 
Cristobal. 

At the airport 
on mainland 
Ecuador, you 
have to obtain 
a US$20 tourist 
transit card 
before checking 
in. Upon arrival, 
you have to pay 
an entrance 
fee in cash for 
the Galapagos 
National Park 
(US$100 for 
non-Ecuadorian 
adults and 
US$50 for 
non-Ecuadorian 
children).

A cruise is one of the best ways to explore the Galapagos Islands. PHOTO: HONG WEIXI
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