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Cruise Only2N KUALA LUMPUR
Sailing: Aug - Mar (Wed) fr $199
2N BINTAN ISLAND WEEKEND
CRUISE
Sailing: Aug - Mar (Fri) fr $409
3N PHUKET / PENANG & LANGKAWI /
PENANG & PHUKET
Sailing: Aug - Mar (Sun) fr $349
5N REDANG, SIHANOUKVILLE &
BANGKOK / REDANG, KOH SAMUI
& BANGKOK / PENANG, PHUKET,
LANGKAWI & KUALA LUMPUR /
SURABAYA & NORTH BALI /
MYANMAR & PHUKET
Sailing: Sep - Mar (Sun) fr $429

fr $40 to $145
All prices are subjected to associated
taxes & surcharges correct at
time of print & subject to changeSpecial Sailing: Oct 19

2N UFM100.3 SWEET 17TH CRUISE
PARTY ON GENTING DREAM
 2N Shipboard Accommodation
on Genting Dream
 Meet & Greet Session
 Fun Games
 Talent Performance
by UFM100.3 DJs

fr $440

odation

CHAN BROTHERS WORLDWIDE CRUISE
CENTRE 150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building

Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm 6212 9944 www.ChanBrothers.com/
TravelClub

BOOK ONLINE 24/7 AT
www.ChanBrothersCruises.com

Game on,
Palembang

An ancient 
settlement with 

a multi-ethnic 
heritage, Sumatra’s 

second city has 
geared up for 

the Asian Games 
with upgraded 
infrastructure 

and benefits for 
travellers, finds

Jonathan Evans

P ALEMBANG, South Sumatra’s largest city, 
has put itself on the regional sporting map as 
the co-host of the ongoing Asian Games with 

Indonesia’s capital, Jakarta .
While Jakabaring Sport City, the huge modern 

complex in the city centre, is undeniably impres-
sive with its man-made lake and first-class sports 
facilities, Palembang is better known for its lengthy 
history than its 21st-century lifestyle. 

The oldest city in Indonesia, it dates back to at 
least the 7th century when it was the capital of the 
sprawling kingdom of Srivijaya and an influential 
centre of Buddhism. 

Although a ride through the city hardly takes 
you back to ancient days, the streetscapes are 
nonetheless imbued with a certain lived-in quality.

CONTINUED ON D8

Ampera Bridge, an icon of the city, sits across the Musi River. PHOTO: JONATHAN EVANS

A travel series every Tuesday. 
The stories are also available in sgtravellers.com
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for loading up on hard-hitting Sumatran coffee, 
ayam kampung chicken with an extra-piquant 
mango sambal, or local specialities like pindang 
ikan (a tom yum-style fi sh soup cooked in spices). 

In the shadow of Ampera Bridge, on the 
northern bank of the Musi, Masjid Agung – South 
Sumatra’s largest mosque, fi rst built in 1748 – sits 
imposingly opposite Bundaran Air Mancur, a 
fountain that dances to multicoloured lasers by 
night. An unlikely juxtaposition, it again illustrates 
how in Palembang, the past and present, the old 
and the new, seem to blend together effortlessly.

Local colour
A short stroll away, 16 Ilir Market (also known as 
Tengkuruk) has been in existence since the mid-
19th century, but remains as manically busy as 
ever. This is local life in overdrive, with enthusiastic 
vendors   — including many fi shmongers — hawk-
ing their goods on the streets outside a rainbow 
parade of yellow, blue, green and orange houses.

The scene is no less colourful in the ethnic 
enclaves south of the river. For a real dose of cul-
tural immersion, head across the Ampera — an 
experience in itself — and make for the immac-
ulately preserved, 300-year-old Baba Boentjit 
House, which was once home to a Peranakan 
businessman. 

The journey is almost as rewarding as the desti-
nation: It is best reached by motorbike, as you will 
need to thread through narrow lanes and a maze 
of traditional stilt houses, where chickens peck 
around and resourceful children sell provisions 
from the windows of their homes. 

The old Peranakan house by the riverside is 
a history lover’s dream, restored with stunning 
attention to detail. Gold-leaf engravings grace the 
walls; a crimson shrine is illuminated by an elabo-
rate chandelier; and a red-and-green roof centres 
on a diamond design — similar to the motifs used 
in the Batak houses of Lake Toba — that residents 
believe will protect the house from burning in the 
case of a neighbourhood fi re. 

A market brings residents together in the garden 
every Sunday, with local handicrafts such as lidi 
nipah (coloured baskets woven from palm leaf), 
dance performances and foodstuffs like kemplang 
tunu, fi sh-fl avoured patties that are a South Suma-
tra speciality. 

Hjoa Ham Tin, the most prominent old Chinese 
house from 1850, is just as beautifully curated and 
overlooks a tidy courtyard in the serene neigh-
bourhood of Kampung Kapitan, a minute’s walk 

from the riverbank.
Third-generation resident Chen Ming Fung 

offers free tours (in either Bahasa or Chinese) 
through this timeworn residence  — a mere wooden 
shack from the outside, but a scarlet-tinged 
mini-museum on the inside, fl ush with lanterns, 
candles and sepia photography. 

A riverside restaurant (also called Kampung 
Kapitan), 100m away, is the best spot for sunset 
photo ops, right by the mighty Ampera. 

Moving ahead
While much of the city-
scape has a vintage appeal, 
Palembang also has one eye 
on its future. A 25km-long 
light rail transit (LRT) — 
the country’s fi rst — now 
connects the airport to the 
city centre and Jakabaring 
Sport City. The airport 
terminal has been enlarged 
to almost four times its 
previous size for the Asian 
Games. 

Meanwhile, the city’s fi rst 
modern fi ve-star hotel, the 
Wyndham Opi, opened in 
May. Something of an out-
lier in this unfl ashy town, its 
vast lobby recalls a sultan’s 
palace with its crystal chan-
delier, spiral staircase and 
gleaming sculptures, while 
all 257 rooms are decorated 
with songket, a textile made 
by local artisans.  

A handful of trendy cafés 
are dotted around the 
uptown malls and terraces, 
with names like York, Luthier 
and Ombré; hip barbershops 
sit side by side with Western 
restaurants on Jalan Sudir-
man. Tugu Parameswara, a 
striking fl ower-shaped obe-
lisk, is an unmissable sight 
by the Jakabaring complex, 
named for the last ruler (1389–1398) of the Malay 
kingdom of Singapura (now modern-day Singapore).

If you are looking to escape the traffi c for a few 
hours, avoid the overpriced and underwhelming 
public park, Taman Pinta Kayu, and instead jump 
on a boat from the pier outside Kuto Besak fortress 
to Kemaro Island. 

Many Indonesians believe this colourful refuge 
— with a working Buddhist temple and a dazzling 
nine-storey pagoda — is haunted by the spirits of 
a Srivijayan princess and her Chinese suitor, who 
both drowned in the river nearby while trying to 
retrieve jars of gold intended to formalise their 
betrothal.

Only an hour’s fl ight from Singapore, Palembang 
presents a quirky alternative to more familiar 
Indonesian destinations. With its heart fi rmly in 
the past but its sights set on the future, a healthy 
dose of history backed by modern traveller com-
forts adds up to an intriguing weekend break.

Blend of old and new
There’s no better place to absorb Palembang’s old-
world charm than the lengthy thoroughfare that 
links the north of the city with Ampera Bridge, the 
engineering marvel straddling the Musi River that 
has become the city’s icon. 

Jalan Jenderal Sudirman could almost be from 
a tourist town in southern France: Bulbs and old 
street lamps fl ood the street markets with light 
even late at night, as shoppers and restaurant-
goers fi ll the pavements fl anking the commercial 
centre’s broad, tree-lined boulevards.

Wandering through this tidy, low-rise patchwork 
of shopping centres and restaurants, occasionally 
you will spot an architectural gem like the Imara 
Hotel, a neoclassical pile that only reinforces the 
peculiar sensation that you have been transported 
to the Côte d’Azur.

This attractive street is also home to Pempek 
Candy, widely regarded as the fi nest purveyor of 
Palembang’s signature snack. Pempek are deep-
fried fi shcakes served with various dips. 

The outlet’s fame attracts diners from near and 
far; at the airport, you will spot visitors returning 
home with pempek wrapped up in the brand’s 
stylish red, yellow and blue boxes. 

In a city not overburdened with must-try eater-
ies, its in-house Mei Mei Resto makes an ideal stop 

GUIDELINES 
■ Fly with Scoot or Jetstar Asia from Singapore to Palembang. 
Taxis to the town centre take 20 minutes, or take the LRT 
(initial subsidised fare IDR5,000 — S$0.47 — until 2019). 

■ Any time of the year is suitable for visiting Palembang, since rainfall 
levels and temperatures remain much the same all year round.
■ Wyndham OPI Hotel Palembang (wyndhamopipalembang.com) 
is Palembang’s newest and most lavish hotel, set at the back of a 
modern mall, with mod-cons including a mezzanine infi nity pool, 
outdoor café and gym, and a massive restaurant, 9 Rivers. 
■ Inside an elegant white wooden terrace house, Ombre Café 
(instagram.com/ombrecafe) serves up giant portions of comfort food 
(both local and Western) in a fragrant venue seemingly purpose-built 
for Hello Kitty-loving Instagrammers. 
■ Pempek Candy (facebook.com/pempekcandypalembang), with 
its Mei Mei restaurant, is a must for stocking up on the local 
favourite snack; and for evening drinks, visit the year-old Black 
Bulls, a two-storey nightspot in the university quarter with karaoke, 
long communal tables, a stage for bands and DJs, and lively 
wraparound murals.
■ Get around town on the quick and affordable LRT, which has six 
stations (including Ampera, OPI Mall, Jakabaring and the airport), 
extending to 13 when the project is completed.

Above: 
Old and 
new dwellings 
in the 
Lorong Sudagar 
Yucing riverside 
neighbourhood. 

Left: 
The Bundaran 
Air Mancur 
fountain.

PHOTOS: 
JONATHAN EVANS

Top: 
The serene 
Kampung 
Kapitan 
neighbourhood 
in Palembang. 

Above: 
The 300-year-
old Boentjit 
House, once 
home to a 
Peranakan 
businessman, 
has been 
immaculately 
restored.
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NEXT WEEK
Tasmania magic

Get the SGTravellers app

Game on,
Palembang
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Great Singapore Airlines Promotion 24 - 26 Aug (Fri - Sun)

150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm
CHANBROTHERSTRAVEL62129660

!* 5 -2. *%42# '.7 )63 -!!
1D 1-park Dubai Parks & Resorts Ticket
Heritage Desert Safari With Falcon Show
Sheikh Mohammed Centre for Cultural Understanding
Sheikh Zayed Mosque Exciting Atmosphere of

Yas Marina Circuit Choice of 1 Theme Park With
1-way Transfer: Ferrari World or Warner Bros. Abu Dhabi
Dep: Oct - Mar



fr $24382438

Up to
$500 OFF
Per Couple*

"* ,+/4""!#7( &#0% -2. *%42#
Stay at 5 Hotels Throughout Louvre Abu Dhabi
Dubai Frame, Dubai’s Newest Attraction
La Mer, Dubai’s Newest Beachfront Le Cafe at

Emirates Palace With 24K Gold-flaked Palace Cappuccino
Dep: Oct - Mar



FREE Shopping Vouchers Worth $100 Per Couple*

State-of-the-art
Attractions Theme Park Fun Ultimate Retail Therapy

*Conditions apply. All information is correct at time of print. (TA 109)

All prices are subjected to associated taxes &
surcharges correct at time of print & subject to change at $105

#* '47041$
Amazing Views From Burj Khalifa, World’s Tallest Building
Bird’s-eye View of Largest Manmade Island, Palm Jumeirah
Shopping at The Dubai Mall, World’s Largest Shopping Mall
4WD Sunset Safari Arabian BBQ Dinner & Performance

Dep: Oct - Mar


1-for-1*

1st pax fr $2038

2nd pax fr $0

1-for-1*

1st pax fr $2488

2nd pax fr $0
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