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A travel series every Tuesday. 
The stories are also available in sgtravellers.com

BON VOYAGE

A

like  
no other

voyage
A river cruise down the Danube river 

leaves a lasting impression on Arul John 

The welcome to my 17.5 sq m stateroom was 
also a delight — a bottle of Szigeti Adele cham-
pagne. Within 30 minutes, I had popped the cork 
and, with a cry of “Bottoms up!”,  savoured the 
golden bubbles. The glowing feeling that came 
over me was a wonderful start to the trip. 

Champagne flute in hand, I took in my room 
and operated the electric curtain controls to 
take in the view from the large bay windows. The 
ship had left Nuremberg and was floating along 
the Danube river. On shore, cars whizzed by and 
stately homes and palaces appeared in the land-
scape; the scenes were like paintings by masters I 
had admired.

THE last time I travelled along the Danube in a 
riverboat was in 2002 during a tour of Austria. 
A few months ago, I had the opportunity to 

enjoy a 144km cruise along this river again, sailing 
from Nuremburg in Germany to Vienna in Austria. 

This turned out to be a much more memorable 
experience. Life on board the Crystal Ravel, a ship 
run by Crystal Cruises that can accommodate 160 
passengers, was luxurious. 

From the moment I boarded, I received per-
sonalised five-star service. Passengers were each 
assigned a personal butler and a cruise consult-
ant, who made us feel like celebrities throughout 
our stay.

I luxuriated in my well-furnished room, which 
had a comfortable queen-sized bed and a minibar 
filled with top-quality wines and mineral water for 
guests to freely partake. 

When I felt like connecting with the world 
outside, I easily logged on to the Wi-Fi. Reception 
everywhere on the ship was excellent.

Day excursions
The Crystal Ravel called at different ports each 
morning. I disembarked each time to take in the 
sights and soak in the life of each city.

The daily guided excursions catered to different 
tastes. There were the usual museum and city 

tours, as well as trips to unique locations. Passen-
gers could also tour the cities on electric bicycles. 

In Dachau in Germany, I learnt about the 
horrors of the Nazi regime during a visit to the 
Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial Site. 

In Passau, another German town, I learnt about 
Baroque architecture and found out the city is 
home to the world’s only museum devoted to the 
dachshund, as well as to the largest pipe organ on 
earth. 

In the Austrian town of Krems, I visited ancient 
monasteries and quaint shops that sold everything 
from trinkets to beer and apricot wines. 

At an apricot orchard, I discovered all the won-
derful iterations of this little orange fruit — from 
juices to wines and soaps and even nail polish and 
lip balm. 

At a converted Capuchin monastery in the 
town, I enjoyed a performance by violin ensemble 
Roddo Vienna, which treated us to a spirited ren-
dition of classical music and pop hits by Abba and 
other singers.

The city of  Vienna enchanted me with its 
culture and sophistication and the visit to its 
Museum of Fine Arts and Art Chamber enthralled 
me with its grand collections of paintings, tapes-
tries, sculpture and even unusual items such as  
a bronze model of a galleon, complete with  
miniature moving crew and cannons. 

On board fun
After we returned from the excursions, our after-
noons were filled with activities such as games 
and talks about the features of the cruise, such 
as the canal locks and the towns that we visited 
during our seven-day journey.

The cruise consultant and every member of the 
staff were walking encyclopedias of knowledge. 
We were entertained with stories about the history 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the origins of 
the wines we drank, the homelands of each staff 
member, and the best places for bargains at each 
port of call. 

Travelling through the more than 100 locks 
of the Main-Danube canal, which links the two 
major rivers, was a highlight. 

The Crystal Ravel was just wide enough to go 
through each lock, and many times, it looked as if 
the sides of the boat would hit the walls of the locks. 

But our skilful captain and crew capably mane-
ouvered the boat through every lock — often to 
the claps and cheers of the passengers.

On board, we could swim in the pool, work out 
in the gym, or simply relax with a massage at the 
spa. At all hours, we could avail ourselves of drinks 
or snacks in the dining areas or in our rooms.

Meals were an indulgence I looked forward 
to every day. The food and drink on board was 
exquisite. 

Breakfast and dinner were wonderful mixes of 
Western and Asian delights. Cereals, bagels with 
cream cheese, salads, paella and risotto took pride 
of place beside fried rice, naan and noodles. 

The chefs delighted in customising dishes to 
order, and every meal was accompanied by a glass 
(or more) of wine.
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11/12D Explore Israel & Jordan
 Mt Tabor  Sea of Galilee Boat Ride
 Jerusalem Old City Tour
With Via Dolorosa
 Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem
 Mt Temptation in Jericho
 Petra Desert  Dead Sea
 Byzantine Church at Mt Nebo
 4WD Jeep Adventure
 Basilica of the Annunciation in
Nazareth  Amman City Tour
 Madaba, City of Mosaics
Dep: Oct - Dec

ur Up to$400 OFF2nd Pax*1st pax fr $42882nd pax fr $3888Visit Petra,
1 of the New
7 Wonders

of the World

1st pax fr $19882nd pax fr $1788pax fr $1988
Up to$200 OFF2nd Pax*

8/10D Uzbekistan - Trailsof the Great Silk Road /Highlights of Uzbekistan
 UNESCO World
Heritage Site
Itchan Kala
Dep: Oct - Dec

1st pax fr $39882nd pax fr $3588pax fr $398888
Up to$400 OFF2nd Pax*

15D Discover Kyrgyzstan,Kazakhstan &Uzbekistan
 Bukhara & Samarkand
City Tours
Confirmed Dep: Sep 26
Dep: Oct - Dec

1st pax fr $15882nd pax fr $1288t pax fr $158888
Up to$300 OFF2nd Pax*

7D Delights of Sri Lanka
 Dambulla Cave Temple
 Sigiriya Rock Fortress
 Temple of Sacred
Tooth Relic
 Pinnawela Elephant
Orphanage
Dep: Oct - Dec

10/12D Turkey SpecialWith Greece
 Acropolis  Ephesus
 Cotton Castle
 Argosaronic Islands
Cruise With Lunch
Dep: Sep - Jun

8D Dubai & Abu DhabiFun for All
 Heritage Desert Safari
Experience, Most Awarded in
Dubai  FREE Shopping
Vouchers Worth $100*
Dep: Oct - Mar

1st pax fr $54882nd pax fr $4688pax fr $548888
Up to$800 OFF2nd Pax*

10D Wonders of Mexico
 Mexico City Tour With
National Palace  Shrine
of Our Lady of Guadalupe
 Cuernavaca Cathedral
 Chichen Itza
Archaeological Site
Dep: Oct - Dec 2nd pax fr $3888of ethe WoWorldrld2nd2nd pap x fr $r $333558888ConConfirfirmedmed DeDep: Sep 6262 dDepDep: O: Octct - DDecec 2nd pa fx fr $r $4468888g
Depp: Oct - Dec

*Selected tours & departures; conditions apply.
All information is correct at time of print.

All prices are subjected to associated taxes &
surcharges correct at time of print & subject to change fr $90 to $650 pg p j g Instant Quote, Instant Confirmation

Chat via WhatsApp 9277 7198 or online with our travel advisorswww.ChanBrothers.comPLUS $150 OFF Final Offers
When you apply for a Citi Credit Card with min. $500 charge*www.ChanBrothers.com/Citi

CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL 6212 9660
150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building

Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm
www.ChanBrothers.com • cbtravel@chanbrothers.com.sg(T
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) CHAN’S WORLD HOLIDAYS 6507 9595

452 North Bridge Road #07-00 Chan Brothers Building
Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm
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BLAZE A TRAIL IN EXOTIC LOCALES

EXOTICSPOTLIGHT SALE
7 - 9 Sep (Fri - Sun)

FREE Limited Edition28” New Yorker Trolley Luggage
per Citi Credit Cardmember with $5800 charge

for new bookings only, while stocks last

Up to$1200 OFF
2nd pax*

Up to$800 OFF2nd Pax*1st pax fr $27882nd pax fr $1988
5/7/10D Bhutan Bliss /Essence / Odyssey
 Buddha Dordenma Statue
 Punakha Dzong  Chimi Lhakhang
Dep: Sep - Mar

Take a step back in time and
enjoy the relaxed pace of the
Bhutanese lifestyle

Board Exclusive
Direct Charter

Flight & Stay at
5 Le Meridien Hotels
Special Dep: Dec 20 1st pax fr $14382nd pax fr $1038t pax fr $1438

Up to$400 OFF2nd Pax*1st pax fr $31382nd pax fr $2738t pax fr $3138
Up to$400 OFF2nd Pax*

1st pax fr $47882nd pax fr $3588pax fr $4788
Up to$1200 OFF2nd Pax*

10/13D South AfricaSpecial / Victoria Falls
 1N Stay in Hwange to
Experience Close Encounter
With Wildlife From
Comfort of Your Hotel
Dep: Oct - Mar

1st pax fr $22882nd pax fr $2088
bi
npax fr $2288

Up to$200 OFF2nd Pax*

11/13D Wonders of Egypt/ Sinai & Red Sea
 2N Stay at Red Sea
Resort  Great Pyramid
of Giza, Only 1 Remaining
Wonder of Ancient World
Dep: Oct - Mar



From the capital of Pyongyang,

to the rural region of Mt Kumgang,

take this unique opportunity to visit

North Korea

10D Inside Mythical North Korea
Myohyangsan • Wonsan • Kaesong • Pyongyang • Mt Kumgang*
 Guaranteed Stay at 5 Hyangsan Hotel in Myohyangsan
 1N Stay at Masikryong Ski Resort,
Best Ski Resort in North Korea
 Mt Kumgang Hike With Autumn Foliage Viewing*
 Pyongyang Metro Train Ride  Panmunjom DMZ
 Mangyongdae Children’s Palace Performance
 360-degree City Views From Juche Tower
 6-course Dinner in Revolving Restaurant
on 44th Floor of Koryo Hotel
Dep: Oct - Mar

fr $2348

  
 
 

6704 9199
Asia Global Vacation

(TA 1549)

CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL 6212 9679
150 South Bridge Road #01-12 Fook Hai Building
Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm

KOREA SPOTLIGHT SALE 7 - 9 SEP (FRI - SUN)
*Conditions apply. All information is correct at time of print. (TA 109)

+ taxes & surcharges at $545
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Cruise Only
2N KUALA LUMPUR
Sailing: Sep - Mar (Wed) fr $199
2N BINTAN ISLAND
WEEKEND CRUISE
Sailing: Sep - Mar (Fri) fr $409
3N PHUKET / PENANG & LANGKAWI /
PENANG & PHUKET
Sailing: Sep - Mar (Sun) fr $349
5N REDANG, KOH SAMUI
& BANGKOK / PENANG, PHUKET,
LANGKAWI & KUALA LUMPUR /
SURABAYA & NORTH BALI /
MYANMAR & PHUKET
Sailing: Sep - Mar (Sun) fr $429

fr $40 to $145
All prices are subjected to associated
taxes & surcharges correct at
time of print & subject to changeSpecial Sailing: Oct 19

2N UFM100.3 SWEET 17TH CRUISE
PARTY ON GENTING DREAM
 2N Shipboard Accommodation
on Genting Dream
 Meet & Greet Session
 Fun Games
 Talent Performance
by UFM100.3 DJs

fr $440

odation

CHAN BROTHERS WORLDWIDE CRUISE
CENTRE 150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building

Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm 6212 9944 www.ChanBrothers.com/
TravelClub

Up to

40% OFF*
Senior /

Kids Cruise

FREE*

FREE
Cabin

Upgrade*

BOOK ONLINE 24/7 AT
www.ChanBrothersCruises.com

NEXT WEEK
Colours of Bolivia

On the second-last day, we were treated to an 
elegant six-course meal featuring a wide variety of 
cuisines from the countries we visited. The dishes, 
such as langoustines (Norway lobsters), venison, 
duck confi t and truffl es, could all have featured 
in fancy fi ne-dining restaurants. And each course 
was accompanied by a unique wine — a Shiraz, a 
Sauvignon Blanc or an Austrian dessert wine in an 
elegant Gothic-necked bottle. 

It was during this meal that I tasted caviar for 
the fi rst time, a delicious treat I had often dreamed 
about. We were served beluga caviar, accompanied 
by an oyster and hazelnut mix, on crackers. 

I could not help but feel spoiled — so much food 
and wine and so little time —  and thought of the 
numerous gym sessions I would need to work off 
the excess kilos I was gaining. 

The football World Cup in Russia was on during 
the cruise. The matches were broadcast live on 
board, and after work, many of the staff members 
would join us in rooting for our favourite teams.

The passionate service and camaraderie 
between fellow travellers, as well as passengers 
and crew, was a memorable highlight. My time on 
board Crystal Ravel was a wonderful experience 
that I will not soon forget.
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Get the SGTravellers app

GUIDELINES 
■  Singapore Airlines and Lufthansa have direct fl ights to Munich. From there,  

it is a three-hour bus ride to Nuremberg. 
■  Lufthansa and Austrian Airlines operate fl ights between Munich and 

Vienna and other major Austrian cities such as Salzburg and Graz.
■  Cruises are best enjoyed between July and October, and from February 

to March, as the autumn and spring temperatures are best then, and the 
rivers are calmer.

■  Visit www.crystalcruises.com/river/ships-ravel for information about 
Crystal Ravel, and www.gentingcruiselines.com to fi nd out about Genting 
Cruise packages on the ship.
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The Crystal 
Ravel entering 
a lock in the 
Main-Danube 
canal.  
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