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AS CROWDS gathered in Jakarta’s 
central Stasiun Gambir, I queued 
patiently to buy a ticket for the 
three-hour ride through the rice 
terraces of West Bandung into the 
mountain city of Bandung — only 
to fi nd that the day’s trains were, on 
this holiday weekend, fully booked. 

Vowing to reserve a seat for the 
return journey, I took the much 
pricier option, a private cab, for 
a highway ride though merciless 
monsoon rains. 

A new US$6-billion (S$7.9-bil-
lion) high-speed rail link —

South-east Asia’s fi rst — will cut 
travel time between Bandung 
and Jakarta to 36 minutes when 
it opens next year. But for now, it 
is essential to pre-book the com-
fortable Argo Parahyangan train 
that is named after the mountain 
range it trundles through. 

By the time I arrived in 
Bandung at 9pm, to the refresh-
ingly cool air on a Saturday night, 
I was more than ready to eat. 

Making a beeline for Jalan 
Braga, a Dutch quarter of eateries 
and galleries, I feasted on Java-
nese classics and soaked up the 
ornate surroundings of Braga Art 
Café, a chic two-storey building 
packed with ethnic art. 

Down the road, I struck up a 
lively conversation with hotel 
staff enjoying karaoke at a beer 
bar, where cover bands knocked 
out boisterous renditions of 
Western rock anthems.

The vivid contrast between 
these outlets sums up the oddly 
alluring paradox of Bandung. 

The city juxtaposes tradition 
with modernity; faded elegance 
with gentrifi cation; contem-
porary-art museums affording 
spectacular mountain views 
with graffi ti-strewn urban relics; 
canals winding through gorgeous 

GETTINGTHERE
Fly SilkAir from 
Singapore to Bandung 
Husein Sastranegara 

International Airport. For a 
more adventurous journey, fl y 
Singapore Airlines to Jakarta, 
where you can take the train 
to Bandung from Stasiun 
Gambir (reserve a 100,000-
rupiah “Eksekutif” ticket for 
optimum comfort; tiket.com/
kereta-api). Bandung station 
(Stasiun Kereta Api Bandung) 
is a 10-minute walk from 
Jalan Braga.

NEXT WEEK
On a high in Penang

SIGHTSEE WITH 
CTC TRAVEL

DINE ON A HIGH WITH CELEBRITY EDGE

Go on a Greek 
adventure to Athens, 
Olympia, Delphi, 
Kalambaka, Mykonos 
and Santorini in Greece 
with CTC Travel. From 
$2,158 (land tour price), 
its “12D11N Mama Mia! 
Grace!” tour package 
includes a four-day Classical visit to Olympia, Delphi and 
Kalambaka, two-night accommodation each at Mykonos 
and Santorini, speedboat transfer (Athens — Mykonos — 
Santorini — Athens) and a half-day Athens sightseeing tour.

The departure period for this package is from April to 
October. For more information, visit www.ctc.com.sg or 
call 6536-3345.

Entertainment comes alive right under your nose, on 
your plate, at Le Grand Bistro on board Celebrity Edge, 
a new ship by Celebrity Cruises. Imagine this: Le Petit 
Chef, an animated 3D character, appears on your plate 
as the lights of Le Grand Bistro dim and prepares each 
course that you will enjoy. 

This high-tech immersive dining experience will 
be presented for the fi rst time at sea on Celebrity 
Edge. The 16-deck cruise liner, which accommodates 
2,918 guests, has 29 world-class dining venues that 
fulfi l every foodie’s dream of embarking on a cross-
continental culinary journey.

Homeporting in Fort Lauderdale, Florida in the 

United States, Celebrity Edge will make its fi rst journey 
on Dec 1. Its inaugural sailing season will alternate 
between two Caribbean itineraries, before moving to 
the Mediterranean next year with departures from cities 
such as Barcelona and Rome.

Make your bookings at www.celebritycruises.com/
edge or through a travel agent.

with gerobak (snack carts) and 
gaudy electronics stores winding 
towards the stately governor’s 
pile, Gedung Sate. Turn another, 
and horse-drawn carriages await 
outside an unkempt food court 
serving Japanese bites and strong 
coffee.  

This August, the city co-hosts 
the Asian Games with Jakarta and 

parks with traffi c-choked streets.
Instagrammers and families 

often head north to Lembang and 
Dago Pakar to fi nd serenity in 
high-up valley vistas unpolluted 
by motorcycle fumes. 

In central Dago, Bandung’s 
most manicured district, well-
paved boulevards with fl ower 
baskets hanging from curlicued 
lamp posts funnel a steady stream 
of shoppers to the factory-outlet 
and local-brand fashion stores 
for which the city is famous, while 
musicians strum acoustic folk 
tunes by the roads. 

Turn a corner and you will 
fi nd dimly lit pavements strewn 

Palembang, and in recent months 
alone, Dago has welcomed three 
trendy boutique hotels. 

Bandung Metro Kapsul, a 
game-changing monorail, is 
also in the works, promising a 
low-cost, eco-friendly transport 
network in this sprawling con-
urbation; and Kertajati airport, 
68km to the east, will open to 
international fl ights in June. 

While glamour and grunge 
happily co-exist for now, offer-
ing intoxicating contrasts for 
weekend visitors, “the Paris of 
Java” — as the Dutch colonial 
rulers called the city — is on the 
cusp of a new tourist era.

Above: Morning 
relaxation at 
the colourful 
Taman Sejarah. 
Left: 
Lawangwangi 
Creative 
Space holds 
a collection 
of intriguing 
artworks 
from local 
practitioners. 
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EVANS

As transportation and hotels in Bandung 
are upgraded in time for the Asian Games, 
Jonathan Evans sizes up the old and new 
in Indonesia’s third most populous city

A revitalised   
 Paris of Java

6D CENTRAL JAPAN DELUXE TOUR
Tokyo • Shizuoka • Kyoto • Nara • Osaka fr $1178
6D HOKKAIDO DELUXE TOUR
Sapporo • Furano • Sounkyo • Abashiri • Lake Akan
Tokachi • Noboribetsu • Jozankei fr $1588
6D KYUSHU DELUXE TOUR
Fukuoka • Beppu • Aso • Kagoshima • Kumamoto • Unzen fr $1718
CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL

6212 9688150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building
Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH Closed

DELUXE SEAT-IN-COACH
GROUP TOURS 2 to Go Land Only

*Selected tours & departures; conditions apply. While stocks last.
All information is correct at time of print. (TA 109)fr $0 to $205

All prices are subjected to associated taxes &
surcharges correct at time of print & subject to change

Hotline: 6212 9660 Hotline: 6212 9684

7D GOLD COAST WITH 3 WORLDS
+ FARM EXPERIENCE

Sea World, Movie World & Dreamworld
SkyPoint Observation Deck
Mt Nathan Winery

Dep: May - Sep fr $1188
$300 OFF
Per Couple*

Up to

7D GOLD COAST WITH
DOLPHIN EXPERIENCE

1N Stay in Moreton Island
Hand-feeding of Wild Dolphins
Catch a Crab Cruise

Dep: May - Dec fr $1688
$300 OFF
Per Couple*

Up to

TOURS FREE*
1st Child

CHILD'S RATE*
2nd Adult Pays

PACKAGE TOURS

OPTIONAL TOURS

2 to Go, Daily Departure

4D GOLD COAST FUN
3N Accommodation Daily Breakfast
Movie World Admission Sea World With 5min

Helicopter Ride Paradise Country With BBQ Lunch fr $378

CATCH A CRAB CRUISE &
BIRDS BAY OYSTER FARM fr $110

CURRUMBIN WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY fr $29

PARADISE JETBOAT RIDE fr $69

SOUTHERN CROSS 4WD TOUR fr $85
HOT-AIR BALLOON RIDE fr $283

WHALE WATCHING CRUISE fr $81

Land Only

7D CAIRNS EXPLORER
5N Stay in Cairns With No Need for Change

of Hotel UNESCO World Heritage Site
Great Barrier Reef Hand-feeding of
Kangaroos & Wallabies at Wildlife Habitat
Dep: May - Nov fr $2288

$400 OFF
Per Couple*

Up to

CHAN BROTHERS TRAVEL 6438 8880
150 South Bridge Road #07-01 Fook Hai Building Mon - Fri 10am - 7pm Sat 10am - 6pm Sun & PH 12nn - 6pm

WWW.CHANBROTHERSAUSTRALIA.COM

AUD30 CAIRNS
SHOPPING VOUCHERS*

WHALE WATCHING
EXPERIENCE

LONG WEEKEND BONANZA 27 APR - 1 MAY (FRI - TUE)

GOLD COAST BONUS OFFERS
• 1-FOR-1
• 2ND ADULT PAYS CHILD RATE
• 1ST CHILD TOURS FREE
with any selected Free & Easy+ holiday*

FORGET WHAT YOU KNOW
THERE IS SO MUCH MORE TO
DISCOVER IN QUEENSLAND

FREE HELICOPTER
RIDE*
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